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river. In 163-4 the colony was formed into eight counties, and 
Charles River county (afterwards York county) was created, 
taking in the plantations on the York. Court was held for many 
years at the different large plantations, but about 1660 it began 
to be held regularly on the west side of Wormeley's creek, at a 
place called "York," first established by Sir John Harvey. After- 
wards, about 1676, court was held at the "Half-way House," on 
the road between Yorktown and Middle Plantation. In 1691 
fifty acres of the estate of Benjamin Reade, on York river, was 
bought for a town called Yorktown, and in 1698 the court re- 
moved to the place, which was about three miles above York. 
Yorktown continued to develop until the incident occurred which 
at once proved its glory and destruction. It became the scene of 
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis in 1781, but by the war it was 
reduced to a mass of ruins, and has never since regained the 
trade which it once had. It was once a corporation and had 
a council, and the town seal is still preserved. The accom- 
panying cut is from a wax impression given me by the lats 
Captain Robert A. Bright, who had the original seal in his 
possession. 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

William Taylor Barry. — Taylor : Dr. B. B. Minor writes 
as follows : "James Taylor, who married Barry's daughter, was 
my cousin, and my father and I were their guests at Newport, 
Ky., not long after the close of the Confederate War. Cousin 
James inherited a fine establishment, which his father built 
and rebuilt in Kentucky, just opposite Cincinnati. I first visited 
Uncle James Taylor in May, 1842, on my way to Columbia, 
Tenn., after my bride. I was invited to bring her to see them 
on my return to Virginia, and I did so. But at that time the 
grand mansion had been burnt, and the family were living in 
one of their own cottages, just outside the capacious and highly 
improved grounds around the burnt residence. Uncle James 
rebuilt it in even handsomer style, and it was this which his 
son and Barry's wife inherited. 

"My wife and I had some hearty laughs over the queer recep- 
tion which Aunt Taylor first gave us. When Uncle James mar- 
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ried her she was a widow Keturah Moss (nee Ford). She was 
very fond of her cousin, Mrs. General Ashley. When my bride 
and I drove up to her cottage, in Newport, Ky., she came out 
and, before she got to the carriage, exclaimed, '0 Cousin Ashley ! 
I am so glad to see you.' As soon as I could, I informed her 
that it was not 'Cousin Ashley,' but Cousin Ben Minor and his 
bride. She then formally greeted us and ushered us into the 
house, but kept harping upon 'Cousin Ashley.' At length my 
independent bride bristled up and said, 'You seem so disap- 
pointed about Cousin Ashley I am afraid you do not care to 
see us.' This seemed to bring her to, and then she welcomed 
us for the first time. 'Yes, my children, I am glad to see you, 
but I did think you were Cousin Ashley.' They treated us very 
well, and we went thence by stage to Kenyon College, to see 
my wife's brother, Paul Hooker, who was a student there in 
1842. My wife and I were afterwards introduced, at Mrs. 
R. C. Stanard's, in this city, to 'Cousin Ashley,' as the third 
wife of the Hon. John J. Crittenden, who was also one of my 
distant relations. Mrs. Crittenden was also married three times. 
She was first a Mrs. Wilcox. 

"Cousin James Taylor had an attractive son named Barry, 
but he was too wild. He married the daughter of Judge Logan 
Hunton, who wrote General Taylor's letter accepting the nomi- 
nation for the Presidency. But Barry behaved so badly that 
there was a divorce. Both parties married again and were 
happier than they had been. I think Barry reformed." 

Ashton — Clare. — In Vol. VII., William and Mary Quar- 
terly, at p. 115, is said, "Charles Ashton . . . m. Isabella," 
etc. In the first record book at Heathsville I found, at p. 61„ 
a deed of gift, 21 May, 1654, consid n love & affection, from 
Richard Clare "unto John Ashton, sonne to Charles Ashton," 
a oow and calf. This creates a strong probability that Isabel, 
wife of Charles Ashton, was daughter of Richard Clare, and 
the latter gave his grandson a eow and calf to encourage the 
eight or ten-year-old boy, as is often done in the country. 
Charles is one of my mother's ancestors, and among my father's 
Aubrey ancestors was a Sir Reginald Awbrey, who married 
Isabel, daughter of Richard de Clare, Earl of Brionne (Nor- 
mandy). The concurrence of the names Isabel, Richard and 
Clare can hardly be accidental. — George Wilson, Lexington, Mo. 
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Travis. — Papers in the Clerk's office of Williamsburg (filed 
in 1787) show that Benjamin Carter Waller sued Maurice Lang- 
horn, administrator of John Travis, deceased, and Judith, widow 
and relict of John Travis, and Champion Travis, Judith Travis, 
Mary Travis and John Travis, infant children of said John 
Travis, deceased, son of Edward Champion Travis, whose will 
was proved in York county, 20 September, 1779. 

Maxwell. — "I belong to the Orange county, Va., set, and am 
trying to trace our history back to one Thomas Maxwell, who 
lived in Orange county prior to and during the Revolution. If 
you have any information, and would let me have it, I would 
be glad to pay the necessary costs. Or if you could direct me 
to some authentic sources I would highly appreciate it." — John 
Maxwell, Waco, Texas. 

Thornton — Taliaferro — Hubbard. — "The late Dr. A. H. 
Grinnan stated to me once that the second Francis Thornton 
married Mary Taliaferro. Is this information correct? 
Through the diary of Lady Alice Thornton, the Thorntons are 
undoubtedly traced back to 1300. This is in one of the pub- 
lications of the Surtees Society, England. Does any one know 
who were the parents of Benjamin Hubbard, who married 
Elizabeth Todd ? They were the parents of Ann Hubbard, who 
married my ancestor, Col. James Taylor, and are the grand- 
parents of Gen. James Taylor, of Newport, Ky., whose wife was 
Keturah Moss. I have traced back the Todd line through the 
Todd family as given in the Virginia Magazine, but cannot get 
any information in regard to Benjamin Hubbard." — Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Ward Doremus, The Hanover, 2 E. Fifteenth street, New 
York. 

Peter Jones. — "I note the Peter Jones inquiry, on page 290 
of the current April No. of the Magazine. I am interested in 
the same line. I procured, some years since, a large batch of 
those Jones wills from Amelia C. H. They all named their 
children "Peter" or "Richard," and there were so many that 
after the name some designating initial was placed. I think 
my great-great-grandfather, who came to Tennessee, was desig- 
nated "Peter Jones, P." His will is recorded at Springfield, 
in Robertson county, about one hundred miles north of here. 
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He settled on the Sulphur Fork of Red Elver, but I do not 
know where he is buried. After his death his family removed 
to "Todd's Knob," at the junction of Stone's and Cumberland 
rivers, about six miles east of and above Nashville.. One of 
his sons was the father of the Governor, Lean Jimmy, who de- 
feated President Polk. This Peter Jones' wife was Rebecca 
Ward, of the Seth Ward descent of Southeast Virginia. The 
Peter Jones who is said to have been the original of Petersburg 
I do not know about. These details will explain my interest 
in the Jones inquiry, and I should like to know if any detailed, 
coherent inquiry is to be conducted about them." — Flournoy 
Rivers, Pulaski, Tenn. 

Gibbon. — In the article on "Peter Francisco," in last number, 
James Gibbons should be James Gibbon, "the hero of Stony 
Point," He was known subsequently as major, and was promi- 
nently identified with the Virginia Cincinnati. Mr. R. A. 
Brock, of Richmond, writes : "There was a portrait of him by, 
I think, Martin, at the Westmoreland Club-house. His son, 
Lieut. James Gibbon, was one of the victims in the burning of 
our Richmond Theatre on the night of December 26, 1811. 
Major James Gibbon is now represented in the names of Minne- 
gerode and others in Richmond. Our Rev. Dr. Charles Minne- 
gerode, of fragrant and cherished memory, had his first service 
in the country of his adoption, I believe, as a tutor in your 
beneficent institution of William and Mary." 
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THE SELDENS OP VIRGINIA AND ALLIED FAMILIES. 

The undersigned proposes, as soon as a sufficient number of sub- 
scribers has been secured, to publish a genealogy of the Seldens of 
Virginia, giving as full an account of the families into which they 
married as could be ascertained. Some of the records date back for 
hundreds of years, notably that of the Kennedys. This from a record 
published in 1830, taken from manuscript written in 1620, which goes 
back to 886. This is very quaint and full of interest. Many old letters, 
portraits, wills and court records help to embellish and make interesting 
this compilation, which brings in most of the prominent names in 
Virginia. The following names will rppear in the book: Abell, Addison, 
Alexander, Allen, Allison, Anderson, Archer, Armistead, Appleton, Aylet, 
Babcock, Bacon, Bagnall, Bailey, Baker, Ball, Baldeck, Barber, Bard, 
Barrett, Barron, Barroe, Beale, Bedell, Bedinger, Belmaine, Benton, Bell, 
Bennett, Berkeley, Beverley, Bische, Blackford, Blackburn, Blair, Bliss, 
Blow, Boiling, Bonaparte, Bonnycastle, Bonum, Bonville, Boswell, 
Bowles, Bowie, Bowyer, Boyd, Bothwicl', Bradford, Bray, Braxton, 
Breckenridge, Brent, Bridges, Bronaugh, Brooke, Brown, Bruce, Bryee, 
Buchanan, Bullett, Buckingham, Brumley, Burton, Burwell, Byrd, 
Cabell, Calhoun, Caldwell, Campbell, Caile, Carr, Cary, Carroll, Car- 
michel, Carrington, Carter, Cashier, Catlett, Caton, Chichester, Chinn, 
Chew, Christian, Churchill, Claiborne, Clark, Clay, Clayton, Clanton, 
Cocke, Cole, Coleman, Collier, Colston, Colgate, Cooke, Copley, Craighill, 
Crawford, Croshaw, Croome, Croxalls, Crutcher, Cutts, Cuthbert, Custis, 
Curie, Dallas, Daingerfield, Dandridge, Daniels, Diggs, Deimer, Din- 
widdie, Dimmock, Dugan, Easley, Elliot, Ellyson, Eleason, Eggleston, 
El lode, Eskridge, Everard, Eilbeck, Ferguson, Fines, Fitzhugh, Floyd, 
Fleming, Fontaine, Forbes, Forest, Frazier, Frizell, Fry, Fowke, Gait, 
Garland, Gamble, Gascoigne, Garnett, Gibson, Gill, Gillis, Gilmer, Golds- 
borough, Gordon, Gooch, Grubbs, Grady, Grandy, Grason, Griswold, 
Hamilton, Hancock, Hansborough, Harmer, Hart, Harrington, Harrison, 
Hartwell, Harvey, Hazelhurst, Haveild, Heith, Henley, Herbert, Henry, 
Higginbotham, Hobson, Holloway, Holson, Holmes, Hoff, Hughes, Hunt, 
Hunsdon, Howard, Ingles, Ireland, Isabell, James, Jackson, Jennings, 
Jett, Kearsley, Kemp, Kello, Keyser, Knapp, Knight, Lanier, Lane, 
Latham, Lackland, Lambert, Learning, Lee, Leiper, Lloyd, Lightfoot, 
Lippitt, Lockey, Love, Lucas, Luce, Lyon, Macon, Madison, Mainwaring, 
Magill, Magruder, Mahone, Mann, Manly, Marshall, Mason, Mathes, 
McClurg, McCormick, McCoy, McDonald, McDowell, McLaughlin, Mc- 
Guire, McMechen, McTavish, Meade, Mercer, Merserau, Merriweather, 
Michie, Minor, Miles, Miller, Milner, Montgomery, Monroe, Moale, 
Mohun, Moore, Morton, Moreton, Mortimer, Morrison, Morris, Mowbray, 
Munford, Nelson, Newton, Nicholson, Norton, Ogden, Owens, Paea, Page, 
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Palmer, Patterson, Payne, Peachy, Pearson, Pegram, Pendleton, Pen- 
bury, Penn, Perry, Pervianee, Peyton, Pettengall, Pleasants, Preston, 
Price, Pollard, Porterfield, Powell, Poythress, Randolph, Ranson, Piddle, 
Risk, Roane, Roberts, Robertson, Roscow, Rose, Ross, Roy, Royals, 
Rutherford, Sampson, Saunders, Selden, Sharp, Shacelford, Shelton, 
Shepherd, Sinclair, Sorrel, Sothel, Southall, Stark, Starkey, Stephen, 
Strode, Stockton, Straith, Strieker, Staunley, Swann, Sweeny, Spottis- 
wood, Tasker, Xayloy, Tilman, Tinsley, Thompson, Todd, Tucker, Tyler, 
Tyree, Tutt, bpshaw, Vaughan, Vass, Venable, Waller, Wallace, Walker, 
Warfield, Washington, Watkins, Watts, Wattles, Webster, Williams, 
Wilkins, Willis, Wilson, Winston, Whitaker, Whittle, Whitehead, Whit- 
ing, Willoughby, Wilcox, Woodson, Woodville, Worthington, Yates, Yeo, 
Yuille, Young. 

Mrs. Stephen Dandkidge Kennedy, 
Member of Virginia Historical Society, 

Warrenton, Va. 



